
Welcome to The Greatness Quest 
 English 9 Course Outline - Mrs. Owen

What makes certain writing great?  This year we will explore that concept 
by reading the work of great writers, and creating great writing of our own!  
9th Grade English is focused on teaching students to become strategic 
readers of both fiction and non-fiction texts. Students can expect to read 
non-fiction texts which coincide thematically with the specified literature.  
Instruction and practice in writing will focus on a variety of writing modes 
(narrative, explanatory, argumentative, and reflective) and teach the 
conventions of Standard Written English: vocabulary, grammar, 
mechanics, punctuation spelling and diction.  The Writing Process is 
practiced as students work to develop ideas and bring them to completion. 
Students will learn how to incorporate, cite, and evaluate outside sources 
as they complete various writings throughout the school year. 

Required 
Materials 
Bring the book 
you are currently 
independently 
reading, the book 
that we are reading 
as a class, and 
your ELA binder 
to class every day! 

✓ Three-
ring 
binder 
set up 
with  6 
tab 
dividers 

✓ Lined 
Paper 

✓ Pens 
(blue or 
black) 

✓ Colored 
pencils 

✓ Post-its 

✓ 2 
highlight
ers (any 
colors) 

**recom
mended 
– zipper 
pouch 
for 
writing 
tools 

✓ Box of 
tissues 

                 Writing 

▪ Writing basics (sentence, paragraph, essay) 

▪ Creative Writing (short story or memoir) 

▪ Literary analysis, essay writing and refining 
grammar skills 

▪ Argument writing 

▪ Research Report 

**Development of vocabulary, grammar, reading, writing, listening, 
study, and organizational skills is on-going.  

• A Long Way Gone by 
Ishmael Beah

• Of Mice and Men by John 
Steinbeck

• Dystopian Literature Circles

• Romeo and Juliet by William 
Shakespeare

• Reading strategies and 
practical application

Reading

• Strategic reading/ annotation 
techniques

• Context clues

• Short Stories

• Informational texts coupled 
thematically with short 
stories and poetry



You can typically expect about 20 minutes of homework 
each night – much of which will be reading, with occasional 
assignments that can be turned in digitally, or handed in the 
next school day.  

If you’re heading out of town for a weekend and/or if you 
think you won’t have web access outside of school, see me 
and we’ll discuss alternate arrangements.  

Assessments: Just Bring it 
You will need to bring your assigned texts and notebook to 
class every day. 

End-of-unit evaluations typically consist of projects, formal 
essays and an occasional quiz. Grades are assigned a point 
value based on importance (i.e. homework, quizzes, and smaller 
assignments are worth fewer points than tests, projects and major 
writing assignments.) 

Any plagiarized work will receive an instant zero and a teacher 
detention as well as an essay assignment on plagiarism.     

Please review the following grading information: shorturl.at/uzDOU 

Missed Class Work 
If you miss something, it’s up to you to get it turned in when you return. If 
you hit a snag, see me and we’ll hammer out a reasonable timetable for 
your submission. 

READY, SET, SCAN     (In Class) Scan this QR code to complete the course 
introduction survey Google Form. 

REMIND 

Get text alerts for 
homework 
assignments. 

 
Text:  @7ckahc   to 
(563) 607-5319 

I can be reached at 
ROwen@alcsny.org

Please do not hesitate 
to contact me with any 
questions or concerns.

Classroom 
Management

1st offense: Warning 
will be given and I 
will discuss the issue 
with the student.

2nd offense: Teacher 
detention. Parent or 
guardian will be 
contacted.

3rd offense: Discipline 
referral to the office. 
Parent or guardian will 
be contacted.

BE READY TO WRITE! 
We will be writing daily 

Students will use 
turnitin.com to 

safeguard academic 
honesty

IMPORTANT! BRING 
YOUR BOOKS TO 

CLASS! 
We will be spending 

daily class time 
reading!

COME TO CLASS 
It is important that you 

be here!
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